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YOUARE[NOT]FREE
In a cruel world, disobeying is choice.
Written by
M. Light

EXT. FOREST AREA - DAY
(slow mo sequence)
Footsteps pound the wet earth and kick up chunks of mud.
Behind, rabid dogs approach fast.
Behind the dogs, soldiers run, others point their rifles
forward.
At the man running through the forest.
Bang!
Bullets hit the logs all around, sending splintered pieces
flying.
The man is ELI (36) a beautiful African-American man with a
slender but athletic build, running with all his might.
He is being chased.
He is smiling.
ELI
This part of my life... this
little part.... is called FREEDOM.
Eli skids on the ground trying to stop.
Ahead a line of soldiers approaches.
He runs to the side, through the trees and some bushes.
ELI
It's the only moment I wanna take
with me.
Ahead, towards a cliff.
The intense light of the burning sun brings everything to
white.
CUT TO:
OVER WHITE:
YOUARE[NOT]FREE

2.
INT. ELI HOUSE - NIGHT (FLASHBACK)
The plate of food has not been touched on the table, nor has
the glass of water poured to the top. The kitchen is dimly
lit by the low intensity main light, worn out.
Eli (12) sitting by the plate, immobile.
Behind (O.S.) Eloise's (42) screams are heard. She's Eli's
mother.
ELOISE (O.S.)
Please stop! Please...
Banging, then things breaking.
Eli stays inmobile, quiet. His respiration agitated.

Stop!

ELOISE (O.S.)
(desperated)

The sound of a person falling to the ground.
Silence. Eloise's sobs.
Footsteps approach Eli, it's BRUCE (42) Eli's father, who
walks aggressively past the side of the table, knocking it
in his step and pushing the water glass.
The glass spills and then falls to the floor.
CRASH!
Eli reacts to the sound by hunching over.
BANG!
Bruce slams the door shut as he exits the house through the
kitchen door.
Silence.
Eloise's sobs gradually subside, Eli still.
Crawling across the floor, Eloise reaches Eli, takes both
his hands. She kisses them.
She is bleeding from her nose and mouth.
Eli's eyes fill with tears.
ELOISE
No son, don't worry. Listen...
(MORE)

3.
ELOISE (CONT'D)
(beat)
Everything is gonna be fine.
CUT TO:
EXT. CONCENTRATION CAMP, AUSTIN TX - DAY (PRESENT)
Eli (36) blindfolded, standing in a line of people.
All blindfolded. All bandaged mouth, all hands tied and
barefoot in the mud.
On the side a group of CHINESE SOLDIERS choose rifles on a
table. One of the soldiers collects money in an empty food
can.
The soldiers choose their rifles and each stand in front of
one of the blindfolded people.
They point the rifles and...
BANG!
The blindfolded people are shot, some in the head, others in
the chest.
They all fall dead in the mud.
All except Eli, who stands, shivering with fear.
CHINESE SOLDIER
我的步枪是没有子弹的那支! My rifle was
the one without bullets!
The Chinese soldier who shot him celebrates and taunts the
rest of the soldiers.
INT. CONCENTRATION CAMP CELL - NIGHT (PRESENT)
Two Chinese soldiers push Eli into the cell, he falls
heavily to the ground.
The soldiers close the heavy metal grille and leave.
Eli crawls over and rests leaning against the wall, he tries
to hold back the anguish that fills his eyes with tears and
bites his hand to resist.
A small sob sneaks out.
LISA (O.S.)
(whispering)
Hey... are you okay?

4.
Liza's voice is coming from a small hole in the wall. She is
in the next cell.
Eli takes a deep breath and shakes his head quickly, pulling
himself together.
ELI
(whispering)
I'm fine.
LISA (O.S.)
(whispering)
Where are the others?
ELI
(whispering)
In a better place.
No response.
Eli turns to the hole on the wall.
ELI
(whispering)
We have to do it, there's no more
time.
LISA (O.S.)
(whispering)
Someone's gonna come for us, I know
it. We have to believe...
ELI
(whispering)
No Lisa, no one's coming.
EXT. STREET NEAR ELI'S HOUSE - DAY (FLASHBACK)
The day is cloudy and the street is dark and wet. The trees
in the square to the left of the street have taken on a
cool, bluish-green hue.
Eli (15) adjusts his woolen gloves as he walks, but as he
looks to the right he can see a group of three children
about his age, perhaps a little older.
The children have a puppy cornered against the wall.
(V.O is Eli (36))
ELI (V.O.)
This is a cruel world, Lisa.
They throw stones at his back, hard.

5.
The puppy whimpers in pain.
ELI (V.O.)
If you're weak you'll suffer.
For a second, Eli's eyes dive into the puppy's eyes.
Fear, anguish.
Eli runs to the children, pushes them to get on top of the
puppy, protects him with his body.
KID #1
Hey, who is this moron?
ELI
Please, leave him alone.
KID #2
I know this creep, it's the one
with the dead mother.
ELI
Please, just go.
KID #3
(angry)
Who are you telling what to do?
The three boys kick Eli hard in the abdomen, in the face.
But Eli stays strong, withstands the blows, protects the
puppy.
The kids stop.
KID #1
Let's just go.
KID #3
Yeah, fuck this dog lover.
KID #2
Dog lover, hahahaha.
Eli gets one more kick before the kids leave laughing and
celebrating down the street.
ELI (V.O.)
You can say violence is the nature
of reality.
Eli, wounded, looks down at the puppy beneath him.

6.
The puppy is seriously injured.
EXT. ELI'S HOUSE ENTRANCE - DAY (CONTINUOUS)
Eli is standing in front of the door with the puppy in his
arms.
The puppy is breathing heavily.
The door opens, Bruce, with a bottle of beer in his hands,
stands in the doorway.
BRUCE
What da fuck you think you're
doing?
Dad...

ELI

BRUCE
Get that fuckin' thing off my
house, you hear me?
Bruce slams the door on Eli's face. He's inmobile.
Thunder sounds.
Rain falls.
The puppy's breathing fades away.
ELI (V.O.)
We the weak can only submit. Be
quiet. Be still.
The puppy's lifeless body falls to the grass, wet from the
rain. Time begins to pass quickly. The clouds dissipate, a
sunny day, the night.
Days and nights pass again and again.
The puppy's body swells, is eaten by worms and
disintegrates.
ELI (V.O.)
If we stay we'll continue to
suffer. If we do this, we may be
killed, but the suffering will
surely end.
Only bones remain.

7.
INT. LAUNDRY AREA OF THE CAMP - DAY (PRESENT)
Eli folds sheets on a long table. In front of him is a large
antique washing machine, a prisoner is standing next to it.
The washing machine stops. The prisoner presses the buttons
nervously, patting it to make it run.
One of the two Chinese soldiers at the entrance to the
laundry looks toward the prisoner.
He approaches him.
CHINESE SOLDIER
(chinese accent)
What happen?
PRISONER
The machine... it just stopped
working.
白痴！

CHINESE SOLDIER

(beat)
Open machine!
The prisoner opens the hatch of the washing machine.
CHINESE SOLDIER
(pissed)
Look inside!
The prisoner moves his head closer to the hatch.
The Chinese soldier grabs him with force and buries his head
inside the washing machine.
CHINESE SOLDIER
(pissed)
Do not fill washing machine!
The soldier releases the prisoner, who falls wounded to the
ground.
He then returns to the other soldier at the entrance to the
laundry.
Both soldiers laugh and talk.
Shortly after, the second soldier says goodbye and leaves
the laundry.
Eli has not stopped looking at them.

8.
ELI
(almost innaudible)
1,2,3,4,5...
Lisa arrives at the table with more sheets to fold. She
notices Eli concentrating on the entrance to the laundry
room.
LISA
Hey, what you're doing?
ELI
(serious)
Counting.
CUT TO:
I/E. ELI'S CAR - DAY (FLASHBACK)
Eli (35) drives the car while a call comes in. The dashboard
display reads "Honey".
ELI
(happy)
Hi honey.
HONEY
Hi babe. What are you doing?
ELI
Driving the car now.
HONEY
Where are you going?
ELI
Some place, nothing important.
Listen, you remember what day is
today, right?
Today?
Yes?

HONEY
ELI

HONEY
I think it's tuesday?
There's a bouquet of flowers on the passenger seat. In the
letter attached to the buquet it says "happy anniversary".
ELI
It is tuesday.

9.
Someone's laughter is heard faintly, Honey is talks to
someone but it's not intelligible.
ELI
Honey? Are you in the store?
HONEY
Yes, I'm here.
ELI
Maybe I'll pass by in a bit.
HONEY
Oh no, don't worry. I have a lot to
do today. Listen, I have to go.
(beat)
We talk later, okay?
ELI
Okay honey, happy...
The call is cut off.
Eli sighs, stops the car--OUTSIDE HONEY'S STORE
Where he parks.
Eli takes the bouquet of flowers and gets out of the car,
walks towards the entrance of the bookstore where Honey
works.
But.
As he looks through the window and inside, he can see her
embracing another man.
Kissing.
Eli returns to the interior of the car, he throws the
bouquet against the dashboard.
Screams!
Then leans his head against the steering wheel, brings his
hands to the back of his neck.
Sobbing.
The dashboard screen lights up. It's Honey.
Eli cuts the call, turns on the radio.

10.
(Music of curtain at the beginning of the newscast.)
RADIO PRESENTER
Today in World Update, China
continues to disobey US ultimatums
on the presence of warships in
protected areas of the Pacific
Ocean.
Looking out the window, Eli notices that the people on the
sidewalk are looking at the sky.
RADIO PRESENTER
The president has requested an
emergency meeting...
Some are pointing up, others are recording with their
phones.
Eli approaches the window.
As he looks up he can see a long trail of smoke across the
sky, produced by an incandescent spot heading straight for
the center of the city.
It is a ballistic missile.
BOOM!
Eli is frozen by the intense
brightness of the explosion.
The shock wave destroys everything in its path, pushing
Eli's car violently against the sidewalk and beyond.
Against the wall of the building on the right side.
Darkness
Eli opens his eyes and takes a deep breath, he is bleeding
from his forehead.
He is hanging from the seat belt.
The car is overturned.
Outside, fire and debris.
CUT TO:
INT. LAUNDRY AREA OF THE CAMP - DAY (PRESENT)
A prisoner, Lisa and Eli enter the laundry followed by the
two Chinese soldiers.

11.
The prisoner loads the laundry into the washing machine, but
Lisa approaches him.
LISA
You mind if I do this today?
PRISONER
No, go ahead.
As Eli starts folding the sheets, the prisoner walks to the
next room.
The Chinese soldiers watch and talk among themselves.
CHINESE SOLDIER #1 says goodbye and leaves the laundry room.
ELI
(to himself)
2 minutes.
Eli looks at Lisa, who is looking at him. He nods his head.
Lisa starts loading the washing machine with laundry.
She overloads it. Then turns it on.
The washing machine starts the washing process, but stops.
The CHINESE SOLDIER #2 realizes this. He walks over to Lisa.
CHINESE SOLDIER #2
What happen?
Lisa nods negatively, like not understanding.
Chinese soldier #2 moves closer to the washing machine. In
the hatch glass he can see Eli approaching.
Too late!
Eli chokes Chinese soldier #2 using a sheet as a rope.
Chinese Soldier #2 pushes Eli back, tries to punch him, kick
him, tries to let go of his neck.
Eli presses harder, tries to hold him in place.
But Chinese soldier #2 pulls out his gun and takes aim.
Bang!
A shot in the air that goes straight into the prisoner's
forehead.
Blood spills on the floor.

12.
But Eli doesn't let go, he pushes even harder. The gun falls
from the hand of Chinese soldier #2, then he falls
unconscious to the ground.
Without thinking, Eli grabs Chinese soldier #2 by the feet
and drags him into the next room.
Lisa is immobilized by what has happened. The body of the
dead prisoner on the floor.
The blood spilled.
Eli returns, stops in the doorway of the next room.
LISA
How much time left?
Eli doesn't reply.
Eli!

LISA

Chinese Soldier #1 is standing at the entrance to the
laundry.
CHINESE SOLDIER #1
Wall! Wall, now!
Lisa raises her hands without taking her eyes off Chinese
soldier #1, who approaches her pointing the rifle at her.
But Chinese soldier #1 stops when he notices that Eli is on
his right side, pointing at him with Chinese soldier #2 gun.
Stop!

CHINESE SOLDIER #1

Eli looks at Lisa.
CUT TO:
INT. SUPERMARKET - DAY (FLASHBACK)
Three people walk between the aisles.
The place looks abandoned, without artificial light, only
illuminated by the sunlight coming in heavy from the long
display case at the entrance.
Empty boxes, containers lying on the floor. Shelves mostly
empty.
A WOMAN (32) inspects a can of dog food. She reads the
expiration date, smiles.

13.
She turns and lifts the can looking at Eli (35) who was
watching her from another row of shelves.
They both smile.
A tremor.
Eli immediately looks at MAN (34), who motions with his
hands for everyone to get down.
Eli looks toward the display case at the entrance, hidden
behind one of the shelves.
She outside can see a heavy tank pass by to the left,
followed closely by a group of infantry.
Man gets to Eli.
MAN

Ours?

Eli lifts his shoulders in a sign of not knowing.

Guys!

WOMAN
(whispering)

Eli and Man look at Woman, she's pointing at the back exit.
OUTSIDE BEHIND THE SUPERMARKET.
The doors open, in front the street and a line of trees.
Let's go!

WOMAN

The three of them run into the trees.
However.
Stop!

CHINESE SOLDIER

BANG! A rifle shot.
Eli stops inmediately in the middle of the street, but the
woman and man continue to run into the trees.
BANG! BANG!
Both are shot, dead in front of Eli.
Paralyzed.

14.
Chinese soldiers reach him, easily reduce him and put a hood
over his head.
CUT TO:
INT. LAUNDRY AREA OF THE CAMP - DAY (PRESENT)
A standstill.
Eli points the gun at Chinese soldier #2.
Chinese soldier #2 points his rifle at Lisa.
CHINESE SOLDIER #2
(frightened)
Put gun down, Now!

No.

ELI
(serious)

Eli takes small steps, getting closer and closer to Chinese
soldier #2.
Soldier #2 notices this and moves the rifle toward Eli.
And then!
Lisa takes advantage and throws herself against him, tries
to take the rifle from him, they struggle.
Because of the movement, Chinese soldier #2 turns his back
to Eli
BANG!
He gets shot in the back.
Chinese soldier #2 falls dead to the ground.
Lisa holds the rifle in her arms, she drops it, shocked.
Eli moves quickly to Chinese soldier #2, undresses him.

Go!

ELI
(looking at Lisa)

Lisa moves into the next room.
Eli watches her enter, then continues to remove Chinese
soldier #2's clothes.

15.
I/E. CONCENTRATION CAMP - DAY (CONTINUOUS)
Eli and Lisa, both dressed in Chinese military uniforms,
walk toward the jeep parked outside the laundry building.
They cover their faces with the military hats in front of
some soldiers in the distance.
They make it to the jeep, they board it.
The jeep speeds down the main street, passing several shacks
on the sides.
Through groups of soldiers.
Through groups of prisoners.
Until it heads towards the entrance of the camp.
At the entrance there is a barricade and a group of soldiers
guarding outside a hut.
The Chinese soldier in charge signals with his hand for the
Jeep to stop.
Eli looks at Lisa, she is scared, but nods positively.
Eli smiles.
He pushes the accelerator pedal to the metal. The jeed
hurtles at full speed towards the barricade.
The Chinese soldiers dive to the sides to evade the impact.
BANG!
The jeep drives through the barricade and continues to move
forward.
However, Eli loses control of the vehicle.
The jeep continues its frantic advance until it crashes
head-on into a tree at the beginning of the outer forest.
CRASH!
The sound of metal bending on impact awakens Eli.
Lisa is not at his side.
Her body is lying in front of the jeep. Motionless.
The voices of Chinese soldiers are heard approaching.

16.
Of dogs barking.
Eli struggles to get out of the Jeep cab.
In pain he walks into the forest.
CUT TO:
EXT. FOREST AREA - DAY (CONTINUOUS)
(slow mo sequence)
Footsteps pound the wet earth and kick up chunks of mud.
ELI (V.O.)
I guess I don't know much about
life.
Behind, rabid dogs approach fast.
Behind the dogs, soldiers run, others point their rifles
forward.
At Eli running through the forest.
Bang!
Bullets hit the logs all around, sending splintered pieces
flying.
Eli is being chased.
He is smiling.
ELI (V.O.)
I guess it's because just now I
feel like I'm really living.
Eli skids on the ground trying to stop.
Ahead a line of soldiers approaches.
He runs to the side, through the trees and some bushes.
Ahead, towards a cliff.
ELI (V.O.)
I kinda like it.
Eli jumps into the void.
Stillness. Birds fly into the sun and the skies.

17.
Two Chinese soldiers arrive at the edge of the cliff, they
look down.
They manage to see the waves breaking hard against the
rocks, against the cliff in the depth.
CUT TO.
EPILOGUE
FADE IN:
The waves of the crystalline, blue-green sea dissipate
calmly on the shore of the beach.
Human footsteps advance towards the interior, towards the
lively and colorful vegetation.
Along the trail, military clothes scattered on the sand.
FADE TO BLACK.

