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INT. TRAIN DINING CABIN - DAY
Sun's rays glow with violet edges as they pass through the
gaps between Theo Light's fingers (36).
He is a slim soldier, with short curly hair, military
standard.
Next to the coffee, still steaming, served on the table,
there is an open letter and a pencil with golden ends.
The letter reads "RESIGNATION FORM".
On the other side of the table is the owner of the pencil,
Senior Officer Trauttman.
He is a man of hard features, has the appearance of a boxer.
TRAUTTMAN
You know what the word family
means, soldier?
It's Theo.

THEO

TRAUTTMAN
Answer the question, soldier.
THEO
I know what everyone else knows.
Trauttman points at the letter.
TRAUTTMAN
A unit, soldier. That's what a
family means.
THEO
This is not /my...
Banging on the table.
TRAUTTMAN
/It's a commitment, and our DUTY to
protect it.
THEO
Look, this is not my war, I can't
do it, okay? I just want /to...
TRAUTTMAN
/But others can, right? Others will
do it for you. So you can "go back"
as you say and be happy ever after.

2.
Theo looks down, he sighs.
TRAUTTMAN
Mark my words soldier, there will
come a time where all the paths are
closed and no escape is possible.
THEO
That's precisely my point, I don't
want to be a part in any of it.
TRAUTTMAN
It's not a question of choice
soldier. It's a question of facing
the facts.
Theo keeps quiet.
TRAUTTMAN (CONT'D)
Once this letter gets to the
RECRUITING OFFICE, you're out of
the millitary.
(beat)
You understand this, right?
Theo looks toward the window and into the green field
outside.
But the field is not moving, it's as if the train is static.
There is an old house on a small hill and some leafy trees
on the side.
THEO (O.S)
No... the fact is I'm starting to
forget them.
A stone path leads to the house and in the middle of that
path a woman in a flowered dress and long brown hair walks
holding hands with two children.
A boy and a girl.
The intense rays of the sun don't allow their faces to be
seen clearly.
Another train passes in the opposite direction, interrupting
the view.
I'm sorry.

THEO

Theo takes the golden pen and signs the paper.

3.
Just as he does so, the sound of a muffler shot pierces the
air. Blood spatters on top of the letter.
Trauttman has been shot in the throat.
The waitress walking down the aisle notices Trauttman
bleeding, she is terrified.
Theo takes the letter and rises quickly.
Another bullet pierces the air and hits the waitress
directly in the forehead.
Theo continues down the hallway toward the exit door. He
pushes the rest of the passengers on his run, all of whom
are hit by bullets.
Bodies keep falling on the ground.
But Theo reaches the door, opens it and passes through.
He closes it on the other side.
But as he does so, a gun is pointed straight at his face
from the interior of the diner wagon, through the small
window in the door.
The ASSASIN (37) pulls the trigger.
The gun is out of bullets.
Terrified, Theo is immobilized, but he manages to catch his
breath and moves to the--NEXT WAGON
At the same time, the train is entering the station, people
stand up from their seats.
Theo keeps moving through the crowd.
Upon reaching the exit door on the right side, Theo kicks it
to open it forcefully.
Looking back, he can see that the assasin has entered the
cabin.
Pam! Another kick.
The doors open.
New gunshots burst the windows as Theo jumps outside with
the train still moving.

4.
TRAIN STATION PLATFORM
Theo falls heavily on the ground, but he gets up quickly to
keep running away from the train.
Running, he takes off his jacket and tosses it to the side.
Then he snatches the hat from a person waiting in line.
The assassin also jumps from the broken train door.
But as he looks toward the people walking through the
station, he cannot see Theo.
The assassin walks among the people, looking for Theo.
Leaning against the wall, Theo raises his eyes, which had
been covered by the hat.
He can see the assassin pass to the other side of the
station.
Theo now moves off the platform. Towards the--INSIDE OF THE STATION.
Looking around, he finds a map of the city.
With his finger, he searches and finds the location of the
RECRUITING OFFICE.
However!
BANG!
A bullet pierces Theo's left shoulder.
He hits the map as he is pushed by the bullet impact and
falls to the ground.
The assassin is pointing the gun at him, but two station
guards arrive to stop him.
GUARD #1
Put the gun down!

GUARD #2
Putthe gun down!

Theo takes advantage of the distraction to escape running.
The assassin takes quick aim and kills the two guards with
ease.
Theo runs to the station exit, but crashes into all the
people trying to get inside.

5.
MAN
They're here! The enemy is here!
People are bumping into each other as they desperately try
to enter the station.
Theo passes between them and with difficulty manages to get
out into the--COASTAL STREET
And then he looks out over the harbor, toward the horizon
line, where a line of warships awaits.
People in the street run in panic, chaos.
Everyone is trying to get into the station or into one of
the nearby buildings.
Theo staring at the warships. Grabbing his wounded, bleeding
shoulder.
Now he walks slowly.
Now faster.
Now he runs.
BANG!
A loud roar and the war cannons fire straight into the city.
They hit the buildings with fury and fire. Chunks of
concrete fall from the sky onto people.
Theo runs forward amidst the devastation.
BANG!
A new burst of cannon fire.
One of the buildings ahead takes a direct hit. The upper
half of the building plunges forward.
Towards the street.
Theo runs as hard as he has ever run, with the shadow of the
building covering all the space around him.
A little more and he lunges forward, as shards of glass from
the building's windows fall on him, onto the asphalt.
Miracle!

6.
Theo manages to jump over to the other side before the
building collapses on top of him.
However.
The air that is expelled with the fall of the building
pushes him forward.
Theo falls heavily on the street. He grabs his arm in pain
as more of his blood is spilled on the floor.
The column of dust that has risen is diminishing.
Amidst the rubble, people walk in confusion. They try not to
step on the many pieces of glass scattered on the ground.
Other survivors approach and help Theo up.
But he quickly leaves them behind, as he continues to move
forward, away from the scene.
EXT. RECRUITING OFFICE - DAY
Theo stops outside the office, in this place the explosions
have not arrived. However, the place seems deserted.
He opens the door and goes--INSIDE RECRUITING OFFICE
As he enters, a back door is heard closing.
The front windows are tinted, letting in only a pale light
that reflects on the green ceramic floor.
On the light pastel color wall there's a recruiting poster,
on the counter some papers in disarray.
Hello?

THEO

No answer.
Theo takes off his nerve belt, using it to make a tourniquet
on his shoulder to stop the bleeding.
As he tightens it, he exclaims in pain.
Silence.
Theo passes to the other side of the counter, and into the
side aisle.
He stops and listens.

7.
THEO
Anyone here?
Nothing.
He continues forward through the corridor, with three open
doors on either side. It's dark inside each of them.
Theo passes the first set of doors, walking slowly, looks
inside, but can't see anything in the darkness.
Hello?

THEO

He keeps walking.
As he reaches the second door, he can hear a faint sound
beyond the door at the far end.
The sound comes from outside, it is the regular sound of an
engine.
Caught up in the sound, Theo barely notices a gun pointed
straight at his head in the doorway and from the darkness
inside.
A quick reflex movement allows him to evade the shot.
However, the intense sound overwhelms his ears.
(muffled sound)
Theo manages to grab his attacker's hands, wrestles the gun
away from him.
Pushing him into the hallway, he reveals his identity.
It's the assassin!
Theo pushes him against the wall, grabs his hand and slams
it against the door frame, making him drop the gun.
Yet the assassin hits him in the face, one and twice, making
Theo fall on his knees.
Theo jumps at the assassin, pushing him through the
doorframe and into the dark room.
Both fall on the floor, Theo gaining the upper hand by
placing himself above his assailant.
He tries to subdue him.

8.
THEO
Just stop! I don't want to kill
you!
The assassin pulls a knife from inside his boot, stabs it
straight into Theo's left shoulder, in the same place as his
wound.
Theo falls wounded to the ground, the assassin wields the
knife in the air once again.
Strike!
Theo succeeds in grabbing the assassin's arm before
receiving the attack.
THEO
Please, listen, listen! I'm not
your enemy, okay?
ASSASSIN
(struggling)
I kill you, I go home.
The blade closer to Theo's eyes.
THEO
No! Wait, no, you can go now, you
can go!
ASSASSIN
(struggling)
No, this is duty. Just let go.
No!

THEO

Theo spins on the floor and escapes the assassin's grip, the
knife hits the ceramic floor.
The assassin is kicked in the face and falls heavily in the
middle of the hallway.
Theo lunges at him and chokes him hard.
As he does so, tears well up in his eyes. Theo doesn't take
his eyes off the killer's fainting face.
But!
His attack is interrupted by the loud explosion that
demolishes the front of the office.

9.
Theo dashes into the next dark room to evade the next cannon
shot that destroys part of the corridor wall.
There he finds the assassin's gun.
Protected behind a desk, Theo looks toward the front wall,
where an enemy tank and a group of enemy soldiers are
approaching.
Without thinking, Theo stands up and fires until the pistol
cartridge is empty, forcing the soldiers to take cover as he
moves toward the back door of the office.
Theo reaches the--EXT. BACK YARD OF THE OFFICE - DAY
And he meets head-on the two planes waiting on the runway,
both of them protected by a group of ALLY SOLDIERS.
The loud sound of engines floods the scene.
Theo runs as fast as he can towards them, evading the third
cannon shot that destroys the office exit door.
The first of the two aircraft takes off.
Wait!

THEO

Theo raises his hands towards the allied soldiers without
stopping running.
THEO
I'm an ally! I'm an ally!
Theo makes it to the line of allied soldiers and continues
running towards the last plane.
He doesn't even look at the soldiers.
Upon arrival, climbs into the interior of the--INSIDE PLANE
Other soldiers wait in the interior seats. Theo looks at
them in a hurry, they all look frightened and crestfallen.
Theo moves into the cockpit and without hesitation points
the gun (without bullets) at the pilot.
THEO
Start the plane!

10.
PILOT
What? No, we have to wait /for...
THEO
/Start the fuckin' plane or I'll
blow your head off!
But...

PILOT

Theo shifts the hammer of the pistol, signaling his
intention to fire.
Now!
Okay!

THEO
PILOT

Angry and frightened, the pilot starts the engine.
The plane moves forward with the passenger door still open.
Outside, the shouts of the soldiers can be heard asking the
plane to stop.
One of the soldiers manages to hold on to the door frame.
Angry and frightened, the pilot starts the engine. The plane
moves forward with the passenger door still open.
Outside, the shouts of the allied soldiers can be heard
asking the plane to stop.
One of the allied soldiers manages to hold on to the door
frame, but none of the seated soldiers move to help him.
ALLIED SOLDIER
Hey, stop! Help me, c'mon!
Theo stands by the cockpit entrance, watches the soldier
dangling.
Bullets hit the doorframe.
Theo doesn't move either.
ALLIED SOLDIER
C'mon! Please! Help!
The allied soldier looks terrified, slips and falls out of
the plane.
Theo closes the passenger door. No one looks at him.

11.
The plane takes off.
CUT TO:
EXT. AIRPORT RUNWAY - DAY
The sun falls golden and heavy on the tarmac, giving an
empty violet glow to the grass on the sides of the runway
and the outline of the plane.
The colors of all things replaced by this cold violet glow.
The plane door opens and Theo descends the stairs. A faint
smile on his face.
Below, a group of people await.
They are families. Grandparents, wives, children.
They all look at Theo with angry eyes.
People surround him as soon as he leaves the stairs.
They grab him by the clothes, push him from side to side
(slow mo).
WIFE
Where's my husband!

GRANDFATHER
Where's my son!

CHILD
Where's my dad!
As he is grabbed, Theo's shoulder bleeds again. He tries to
cover it with his hand.
Theo nods negatively to everyone, an increasing look of
desperation in his face.
HARD CUT TO:
EXT. OLD HOUSE ON A SMALL HILL - DAY
Theo smiles as he looks at the house on the near horizon,
walking down the stone path.
The wind makes the leaves dance softly in the
treetops,rustling and covering the soundscape around.
The sun's rays escape between the gaps in the leaves,
producing ever-changing shadows on the floor.
The whole place seems to move in unison with the rhythm of
relaxed breathing.

12.
At the end of the stone path, Theo stands in front of the
door knob of the house.
After sighing deeply, with his eyes on the ground, Theo
fixes his tie and military uniform, also fixes his hair and
puts his military hat back on.
He opens the door.
INSIDE THE HOUSE
But when he enters, he finds the place empty...
Except for the assassin, who waits for him sitting on the
living room couch.
He has the gun on his hand.
ASSASSIN
Please, come in.
What?..

THEO

Waving the gun.
ASSASSIN
I was expecting you.
Shocked, Theo walks slowly into the room, not taking his
eyes off the assassin for a second.
He sits in front of him.
The assassin loads the gun, but then puts it in the middle
of the table between the two of them.
THEO
What are /you...
ASSASSIN
Lovely house you got here.
Theo doesn't reply.
ASSASSIN
I want it, it's that simple.
THEO
What do you mean?
ASSASSIN
This, all of this. It's mine now.

13.

But...

THEO

ASSASSIN
You can go if you want.
THEO
But my family...
ASSASSIN
They'll be fine, don't worry. I'll
take good care of them. It's my
duty now.
THEO
This is my...
What?

ASSASSIN

THEO
This is my house.
ASSASSIN
Look, I'm giving you a free pass.
I'm not going to kill you. I don't
need to return anymore.
No...

THEO

ASSASSIN
You can keep running.
I...

THEO

ASSASSIN
There's no shame on it, you're
weak, that's all. You don't belong
in this world.
But...

THEO

ASSASSIN
Only the strong will survive, only
the strong take what they want, do
what they must.
Theo looks at the gun for a moment.
ASSASSIN
What was that?

14.

What?

THEO

ASSASSIN
You're not gonna do it. You're a
coward. Can you even imagine how
many have died because of you?
THEO
That's /not...
ASSASSIN
/But hey, you survived, that's
something, right? You can go now.
THEO
My family...
ASSASSIN
They don't need you, trust me.
THEO
(annoyed)
Trust you?
ASSASSIN
You think your wife wants to be
with a coward? What will your
children think?
THEO
They love me.
ASSASSIN
Love you? You brought the war home
with you.
Theo looks at the gun on the table once again. A slight
tremor shakes and vibrates in the wood.
The tremor intensifies.
Theo looks out the window, the sky is now red and plumes of
smoke rise in the distance.
He can see the stone path and the house on the hill next to
the row of trees.
He can see his wife in the flowered dress and his children
walking down the path.
The gun is in his hand, he's standing on the grass--OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE ON A SMALL HILL

15.
The house is on his left.
To his right, the enemy army is approaching. Tanks and heavy
cavalry are advancing towards him.
Towards the house.
In front of him, the assassin.
THEO
You're right. I'm a coward. I'm
afraid. Always been.
(beat)
But for them? I have to go back.
Theo stops aiming at the assassin, he now aims at his own
temple.
BANG!
CUT TO:
OVER BLACK:
Intense shooting fired sound.
ALLIED SOLDIER (V.O.)
Just give him the morphine, he's
not gonna make it.
EXT. WARZONE - DAY
Suddenly, Theo opens his eyes and stands up!
He manages to grab the hand of the paramedic who is about to
inject him with morphine.
THEO
Wait! I'm fine, I'm fine!
PARAMEDIC
Theo! We thought you were gone!
Fires are shot.
Theo looks around, he is behind a line of defense. Sandbags
are hit again and again by enemy bullets.
THEO
I thought so too, maybe too much.
The paramedic adjusts the bandage on Theo's left shoulder.
Theo picks up the sniper rifle at his side.

16.
ALLIED SOLDIER
Care to join us sunshine?!
Yes, sir!

THEO

Theo moves agile keeping his head down, he reaches the side
of the defense line.
From there he can see the enemy's defense line.
He loads the rifle and takes aim.
In the scope he can see the ASSASSIN aiming at him.
THEO
Not this time.
BANG!
FADE TO BLACK.

